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Assessment in Year 2

• Expectations in Year 2 are higher. 

• Children are assessed against a series of ‘age-
related’ expectations, and judgements will be made 
against these.

• Judgements in Year 2 are based on teacher 
assessment and supported by testing.



Assessment in Year 2
The three judgements awarded to the children are: 

• ‘Working at the expected standard’ – the child is working at national 
standards and has made ‘expected’ progress for a Year 2 child. 

• ‘Working at greater depth within the expected standard’ – the child has 
exceeded the national standards and achieved more than the expected 
progress for a Year 2 child.

• ‘Working towards the expected standard’ – the child is not working at the 
national standards but is working towards it. 

• Children will also be given a ‘scaled score’ based on the outcomes of the 
test – to be judged as ‘expected’ the children need to achieve a score of 
100. 



The tests
Children will sit tests in:

Reading (2 papers)

Mathematics (2 papers)

Spelling and Grammar and Punctuation

The tests will take place in May 2019.

Children work in small groups of approximately half the  
class at a time.



Reading
The Reading Test consists of two separate papers:

• Paper 1 – Contains a selection of texts totalling between 400 and 700 words
with questions about the text. This paper includes a list of useful words and some 
practice questions for teachers to use to introduce the question types.

• Paper 2 – Contains a reading booklet of a selection of passages totalling 800  to 
1100 words. Children will write their answers to questions about the passage in a 
separate booklet. There are no practice questions in this booklet.

• Each paper should take approximately 30-40 minutes to complete but it is not 
strictly timed.

• The texts will cover a range of poetry, fiction and non-fiction.



Questions are designed to assess the comprehension and understanding of a child’s 
reading.

There are a variety of question types:

Multiple Choice



Ranking/Ordering



Matching/Labelling



Short-Answer Questions

Find and Copy Questions



Open-Ended Questions



Mathematics
Children will sit two tests: Paper 1 and Paper 2:

• Paper 1 is for arithmetic, lasting approximately 25 minutes. It covers 
calculation methods for all operations.

• Paper 2 covers problem solving, reasoning and mathematical  fluency, 
lasts for approximately 35 minutes. 

• Pupils will still require calculation skills and questions will be varied  
including multiple choice, matching, true/false, completing a chart  or 
table or drawing a shape. Some questions will also require  children to 
show or explain their working out.



Maths Paper 1: Arithmetic



Maths Paper 2: Reasoning





Spelling and Grammar
 Consists of 2 papers:

 Paper 1 – Spelling – pupils spell 20 words. The test should 
take approximately 15 minutes to complete.

 Paper 2 - Grammar and Punctuation – a range of 
questions. The test should take approximately 20 minutes 
to complete.



Spelling Paper

Within the assessment, the spelling words are read out to the children to fill 
into the gaps within the sentences. In this example, the missing spelling 
words are: pack, sky, shell and baby.



GPS sample paper







How you can help your child
• First and foremost, support and reassure your child that there is

nothing to worry about and that they should always just try their
best. Praise and encourage!

• Ensure your child has the best possible attendance at school.

• Reading, spelling and arithmetic are always good to practise.

• Talk to your child about what they have learnt at school and what  
book(s) they are reading (the character, the plot, their opinion).

• Make sure your child has a good sleep and healthy breakfast every  
morning!


